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JUDGMENT
IOBAL HAMEEDUR RAHMAN-CJ. The Petitioner by way of

instant Shariat Petition has challenged Article 262 of the Constitution
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973 and prayed that:-

“Order may kindly be passed to declare Islamic
lunar calendar as official calendar of Islamic
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republic of Pakistan and ask the respondent to
make all efforts to insert Islamic calendar
instead of Gregorian calendar in all official
record of the Gov't. It is further prayed that
petitioner may kindly be allowed to argue his
case for elaboration of his research and point of
view along with his counsel. Any other relief if
this Court deems fit may also kindly be
awarded please in the interest of justice, please”.

2. The impugned Article 262 of the Constitution is reproduced

hereinbelow:-

“262. For the purposes of the Constitution, periods of
time shall be reckoned according to the Gregorian
calendar.”

3.  Before dealing with the impugned Article 262 of the
Constitution, it is pertinent to mention that powers to examine under
Article 203 B (c) of the Constitution on the touch stone of injunction
of Islam contained in the Holy Quran and Sunnah of the Holy

Prophet (#8), which is reproduced here for the sake of convenience:-

“203B.

@ ........

(b) ...
(bb)........

(c) "law" includes any custom or usage having the
force of law but does not include the Constitution,
Muslim personal law, any law relating to the
procedure of any court or tribunal or, until the
expiration of 3[ten] years from the commencement of
this Chapter, any fiscal law or any law relating to the
levy and collection of taxes and fees or banking or
insurance practice and procedure; and”

(Emphasis added)

The above Article envisages that the law to be examined and

decided, inter alia, includes any custom or usage having the force of
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law but does not include the Constitution, Muslim personal law

and any other law relating to procedure of any Court or tribunal. In

the light of this bar contained in the Constitution itself under Article
203 B (c), this Court is not empowered to examine any Article of the
Constitution.

4. In view of the above, this petition from its face is not maintainable.
The petitioner has also not been able to satisfy the Court as to how this
petition is maintainable in view of embargo contained in Article 203B
(c) of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973.

Accordingly, this petition being not maintainable is dismissed.
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